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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada O ‘zbekistonning qadimiy me’moriy yodgorliklari,
xususan, Samargand, Buxoro va Xiva shaharlaridagi tarixiy obidalarning jahon
sivilizatsiyasidagi o ‘rni tahlil qilinadi. Maqgolada Islom me 'morchiligi uslublari, moviy
gumbazlar va minoralar qurilishining o ‘ziga xos xususiyatlari hamda ushbu merosni saglab
qolishning ahamiyati yoritilgan. Shuningdek, YuNESKO Butunjahon merosi ro ‘yxatiga
kiritilgan majmualarning sayyohlik salohiyati haqgida so ‘z yuritiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: me 'moriy yodgorliklar, Buyuk Ipak yo ‘li, Registon, Islom arxitekturasi,
madaniy meros, YUNESKO, moviy gumbazlar.

Abstract: This article analyzes the role of ancient architectural monuments of
Uzbekistan, particularly the historical sites in Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva, in world
civilization. The article highlights the characteristics of Islamic architectural styles, the
construction of blue domes and minarets, and the importance of preserving this heritage.
Additionally, it discusses the tourism potential of complexes included in the UNESCO
World Heritage List.
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INTRODUCTION

Uzbekistan is often described as an open-air museum, a land where every stone tells a
story of empires, scholars, and traders. Situated at the heart of the Great Silk Road, this
region served as a melting pot of cultures for centuries. The architectural monuments of
Uzbekistan are not merely buildings; they are symbols of the scientific and artistic zenith
reached during the Timurid and Shaybanid eras. From the turquoise domes of Samarkand to
the narrow streets of Itchan Kala, these structures represent a unique synthesis of
engineering and aesthetic beauty that continues to inspire the world.

The Architectural Grandeur of Samarkand

Samarkand, known as the "Pearl of the East," reached its greatest height as the capital
of Amir Timur’s empire. The Registan Square stands as the pinnacle of Islamic architecture,
consisting of three grand madrasahs: Ulugh Beg, Sher-Dor, and Tilla-Kari. These structures
are famous for their intricate tilework, golden interiors, and massive portals.

Another significant site is the Gur-e-Amir Mausoleum, the final resting place of
Tamerlane. Its azure fluted dome is a masterpiece of geometric precision. Furthermore, the
Shah-i-Zinda necropolis showcases a breathtaking "avenue of mausoleums"” where the
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evolution of ceramic art over several centuries can be traced through its vibrant mosaics and
majolica.

Bukhara: The Spirit of the "Noble City"

Unlike the grand scale of Samarkand, Bukhara offers a dense, medieval atmosphere.
With over 140 protected monuments, it is a city where history is lived daily. The Po-i-
Kalyan complex, featuring the Kalyan Minaret, is a highlight. This minaret was so
impressive that even Genghis Khan spared it from destruction due to its sheer majesty.

The Ark of Bukhara, a massive fortress that served as the residence of the Emirs, and
the Samanid Mausoleum—a 10th-century masterpiece of baked brickwork—demonstrate
the longevity and structural ingenuity of early Central Asian architects.

Khiva: The Fortress of Time

Khiva’s Itchan Kala is the first site in Uzbekistan to be included in the UNESCO
World Heritage List. It is a perfectly preserved inner city surrounded by high mud walls.
The Kalta Minor, a short but massive turquoise minaret, and the Juma Mosque, with its 213
uniquely carved wooden columns, reflect a different, more desert-centric architectural style
compared to the blue-tiled cities of the east.

Technical Mastery and Preservation

The construction of these monuments involved advanced knowledge of mathematics
and chemistry. The vibrant blue colors were achieved through cobalt and copper oxides,
while the structural stability was maintained through earthquake-resistant foundations.
Today, the preservation of these sites is a national priority, as they form the backbone of
Uzbekistan’s cultural identity and growing tourism industry.

CONCLUSION

The ancient monuments of Uzbekistan are far more than historical artifacts; they are
the living pulse of a nation that has bridged the gap between East and West for millennia.
By studying and visiting these sites, one gains a deeper understanding of the human spirit’s
capacity for beauty and innovation. Protecting this legacy ensures that the "Blue Domes of
the East" will continue to fascinate future generations, serving as a reminder of the golden
age of Central Asian civilization.

REFERENCES:

1. Knobloch, E. (2001). Monuments of Central Asia: A Guide to the Archaeology, Art
and Architecture of Uzbekistan. London: 1.B. Tauris.

2. Pugachenkova, G. A. (1981). A Museum in the Open: The Architectural Treasures
of Uzbekistan. Tashkent: Gafur Gulyam Press.

3. Starr, S. F. (2013). Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab
Conquest to Tamerlane. Princeton University Press.

4. UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (2025). Heritage Sites of the Silk Roads in
Uzbekistan.

5. Hillenbrand, R. (1994). Islamic Architecture: Form, Function, and Meaning.
Edinburgh University Press.

46



