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INTRODUCTION 

Teaching English at the elementary level is one of the most important stages in 

language education. At this stage, learners begin to understand basic words, simple 

grammar structures, everyday expressions, and classroom communication. If the first 

experience of learning English is positive, learners usually become more confident and 

motivated. However, if lessons are too difficult, monotonous, or teacher-centered, students 

may lose interest quickly. For this reason, elementary English teaching should be both fun 

and effective. 

A fun lesson does not mean a lesson without discipline or academic purpose. It means 

that activities are interesting, age-appropriate, meaningful, and connected with real 

communication. An effective lesson, in turn, helps learners remember new language and use 

it in simple situations. Therefore, the best elementary English lesson combines enjoyment 

with clear learning outcomes. The teacher’s task is to organize activities that make students 

active participants rather than passive listeners. 

Modern English teaching pays special attention to communication, interaction, visual 

support, and learner involvement. Elementary students learn better when they see, hear, 

repeat, move, ask, answer, draw, match, play, and speak. The use of different strategies can 

make the lesson more dynamic and can help students with different learning styles. This 

article presents several practical strategies that can be used in elementary English 

classrooms to make learning more enjoyable and productive. 
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Main Part 

One of the most useful strategies in elementary English teaching is the use of games. 

Games create a natural need for learners to use language. For example, vocabulary bingo, 

memory cards, guessing games, word races, board games, and “find someone who” 

activities can help students repeat words and grammar structures without feeling bored. 

Games also reduce fear, because students focus on the activity rather than on the possibility 

of making mistakes. A well-chosen game can improve attention, cooperation, pronunciation, 

and quick thinking. 

Another effective strategy is using songs and chants. Songs are especially helpful for 

elementary learners because they include rhythm, repetition, and clear pronunciation. 

Through songs, students can remember greetings, numbers, colors, days of the week, 

classroom objects, animals, and daily routines. Chants can also be used to practice grammar 

patterns such as “I like...”, “She has...”, “Can you...?”, or “There is / There are”. When 

students sing or chant together, they feel less shy and become more willing to pronounce 

English words aloud. 

Storytelling is also a powerful method for elementary English lessons. Simple stories 

help learners understand language in context. A short story with pictures, repeated phrases, 

and familiar characters can introduce new vocabulary and grammar in a natural way. For 

example, a story about a lost cat can teach words related to animals, places, colors, and 

feelings. After listening to the story, students can answer simple questions, put pictures in 

order, act out the story, or create a new ending. In this way, storytelling develops listening, 

speaking, reading, imagination, and emotional involvement. 

Visual materials play an essential role in beginner-level English teaching. Flashcards, 

real objects, posters, drawings, pictures, and classroom labels help students connect words 

with meaning. Elementary learners may not understand long explanations in English, so 

visual support makes the teacher’s instructions clearer. For example, when teaching food 

vocabulary, the teacher can show pictures of apples, bread, rice, milk, and juice. Students 

can then classify the words, make sentences, or ask and answer questions such as “Do you 

like apples?” and “What is your favorite food?” 

Pair work and group work are also important because language is learned through 

interaction. Even elementary learners can use short dialogues if the teacher gives them clear 

models. For example, students can practice conversations such as “What is your name?”, 

“How old are you?”, “Where are you from?”, and “What do you like?” Pair work gives 

every student more speaking time. It also helps shy learners speak in a safer environment 

before speaking in front of the whole class. Group tasks can teach cooperation, 

responsibility, and respect for other learners. 

Role plays make English lessons more realistic and communicative. Elementary 

students can act as a shop assistant and a customer, a teacher and a student, a doctor and a 

patient, or two friends meeting at school. Role plays help students use English for a clear 

purpose. They also connect classroom language with real-life situations. The teacher should 
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keep role plays short and simple at the elementary level. Useful phrases can be written on 

the board before the activity, so students know what to say. 

Another strategy is the use of movement-based activities. Many elementary learners 

cannot sit quietly for a long time, so physical response activities are useful. The teacher can 

use commands such as “Stand up”, “Open your book”, “Touch your nose”, “Point to the 

door”, or “Walk to the window”. These activities are especially useful for teaching 

classroom language, body parts, verbs, and prepositions. Movement keeps students 

energetic and helps them remember language through action. 

Teachers should also use short and varied tasks. At the elementary level, long 

explanations and long exercises may reduce motivation. Instead, a lesson can include 

several short activities: a warm-up question, vocabulary presentation, matching task, 

listening activity, speaking practice, short writing task, and a final review game. This 

structure gives students many opportunities to meet and use the same language in different 

ways. Repetition becomes more effective when it is presented through varied activities. 

Grammar should be taught in a simple and practical way. Elementary learners do not 

need complicated terminology. They need examples, models, and practice. For instance, 

when teaching the present simple, the teacher can use daily routine pictures: “I get up at 

seven”, “She goes to school”, “He watches TV”. Students can first repeat the sentences, 

then match them with pictures, and finally make their own sentences. Grammar becomes 

easier when it is connected with familiar topics and real communication. 

Positive feedback is another important element of effective teaching. Elementary 

learners need encouragement because they often feel nervous when speaking a foreign 

language. The teacher should correct mistakes carefully and kindly. Instead of stopping 

every student after every mistake, the teacher can note common errors and discuss them 

after the activity. Praise such as “Good job”, “Excellent try”, “Well done”, and “You are 

improving” can increase students’ confidence. A friendly classroom atmosphere helps 

learners take risks and participate more actively. 

Technology can also make elementary English teaching more attractive. Short videos, 

audio recordings, online flashcards, educational songs, and interactive quizzes can support 

classroom learning. However, technology should not replace the teacher or live 

communication. It should be used as a helpful tool. For example, a short video about 

animals can prepare students for a speaking activity where they describe their favorite 

animal. In this case, technology supports communication rather than simply entertaining 

students. 

Assessment at the elementary level should also be simple and motivating. Teachers 

can use mini-tests, oral questions, picture description, vocabulary checks, portfolio tasks, 

and observation. The purpose of assessment is not only to give marks but also to understand 

what students can do and what they need to practice more. Small achievements should be 

noticed because they encourage learners to continue studying English. 
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CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, fun and effective strategies are essential in elementary English teaching. 

Games, songs, stories, visuals, pair work, role plays, movement activities, technology, and 

positive feedback can make English lessons more active and meaningful. These strategies 

help students learn vocabulary and grammar, develop communication skills, and build 

confidence. The teacher should choose activities according to the learners’ age, level, 

interests, and lesson objectives. When English lessons are enjoyable and well-organized, 

elementary learners become more motivated and more successful in language learning. 

Thus, effective elementary English teaching is not based only on rules and exercises. It 

is based on communication, creativity, repetition, support, and learner participation. A 

teacher who combines fun with clear educational aims can create a classroom where 

students learn English with interest and confidence. 
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