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Annotation: This article examines the origins, development, and cultural significance
of traditional festivals in France. Focusing on events such as Bastille Day, La Féte de la
Musique, and regional festivals, the study explores how these celebrations have evolved
over time, from their religious and historical roots to their contemporary forms. By
analyzing historical, sociological, and economic perspectives, the article demonstrates how
these festivals contribute to the French national and regional identities while also serving
as key cultural and economic drivers. Through qualitative research that includes literature
review, historical analysis, and interviews, the article highlights the challenges of balancing
tradition with modern tourism and commercialization. The ongoing relevance of these
festivals, both in preserving cultural heritage and fostering national unity, is emphasized,
illustrating their role in contemporary French society.
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national identity, cultural expression, community traditions, historical evolution.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola Fransiyadagi an'anaviy bayramlar, ularning kelib
chigishi, rivojlanishi va madaniy ahamiyatini tahlil giladi. Bastiliya kuni, La Féte de la
Musique va mintagaviy bayramlar kabi vogealarni o'rganib, ushbu tadbirlarning tarixiy va
diniy ildizlardan bugungi kunga gadar ganday rivojlanganligi ko'rib chigiladi. Tarixiy,
sotsiologik va iqgtisodiy nuqgtai nazardan tahlil qilib, maqgola bu bayramlarning
Fransiyaning milliy va mintagaviy identifikatsiyasiga ganday hissa go'shishini, shuningdek,
madaniy va igtisodiy jihatdan ganday muhim ahamiyatga ega ekanligini ko'rsatadi.
Adabiyotlarni ko'rib chiqish, tarixiy tahlil va suhbatlar asosida olib borilgan sifatli tadgigot
orgali maqola an'anaviy bayramlarni zamonaviy turizm va tijoratlashish bilan
muvozanatlashishdagi giyinchiliklarni ta'kidlaydi. Ushbu bayramlarning madaniy merosni
saglash va milliy birdamlikni mustahkamlashdagi davomiy ahamiyati, ularning zamonaviy
Fransiya jamiyatidagi roli ko'rsatiladi.

Kalit so'zlar: An'anaviy bayramlar, Fransiya, madaniy meros, Bastiliya kuni, La Féte
de la Musique, mintagaviy identifikatsiya, ijtimoiy birdamlik, tarixiy ildizlar, turizm,
tijoratlashish, milliy identifikatsiya, madaniy ifoda, jamoaviy an'analar, tarixiy rivojlanish.

AHHOTAUMA: /lannaa cmamus ucciedyem npoucxodxrcoenue, pasgumue u KyibmypHoe

3Hauenue mpaouyuonuvix Gecmusanei 60 Ppanyuu. Ocoboe HUMaHUE YOeNeHO MAKUM
coovimusam, kak [lenv bacmunuu, Déte de la Musique u pecuonanvHbIM NPaA3OHUKAM,
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AHANU3UPYA, KAK My Npa3oOHUKU pa3éuUaluct ¢ UCMOPUYECKUX U PETUSUOZHBIX KOPHEU 00
coepemennvix Gopm. Cmamwvs paccmampugaem uUcCmopuyeckue, Coyuosocuyeckue u
9KOHOMUYECKUEe ACNneKmoul, NOKA3bl6as, KAK MU NPA3OHUKU GIUAIOM HA (Gopmuposanue
HAYUOHANLHOU U PEeCUOHANbHOU uoenmuynocmu Dpanyuu, a makdice HA KYIbMYPHYIO U
9KOHOMUYECKYIO JHcU3Hb cmpansl. Ha ochose kauecmeenno2o uccnedosanusi, 8KI04a0ue20o
0030p umMepamypwvl, UCMOPUYECKUNl AHATU3 U UHMEPBbIO, NOOYEPKUBAECMCS BANCHOCHb
COXpaHeHUuss mpaouyull, a Maxice 8bl308bl, C6A3AHHbIE C KOMMepYUuaiuzayuel u mypusmom.
B cmamve akyenmupyemcs enumanue Ha npooosdHCcAOWemMcs 3HaA4eHuu SMmux npa3oOHUKO8
O COXpaHeHus KYJIbMYPHO20 HACLeOUsi U YKpenjeHus HAYUOHANbHO20 eOUHCMEd 60
Dpanyuu.

KuaroueBble cnoBa: Tpaduyuonnvie hecmueanu, @panyus, KyiemypHoe Hacleoue,
Henv Bacmunuu, @Déte de la Musique, pecuonanvhas UOEHMUYHOCMDb, COYUATbHOE
€OUHCMB0,  UCMOpUYEeCKUe  KOPHU,  MYPUsm, KOMMEPYUAIU3Ayus,  HAYUOHAIbHASA
UOEHMUYHOCMb, KVIbMYPHOE BblpadceHue, obujecmeentvle mpaouyuu, UcmopuiecKoe
paseumue.

INTRODUCTION

France has a rich cultural heritage shaped by a long history, and one of its most
notable aspects is the country's vibrant and diverse traditional festivals. These celebrations
are deeply intertwined with the cultural, religious, and social fabric of the nation. From the
grand feasts of the Middle Ages to contemporary events, French festivals represent the
country's multifaceted identity, embodying regional diversity, historical legacies, and artistic
expressions.

Traditional festivals in France, such as La Féte de la Musique, Bastille Day, and
regional celebrations like those in Provence and Brittany, often originate from pre-Christian
rituals, religious observances, or historical events. Over time, they have evolved, adapting to
societal changes, political shifts, and technological advancements. However, the core values
of community participation, the preservation of cultural heritage, and the honoring of
historical moments have remained steadfast.

This article explores the origins, development, and significance of traditional French
festivals. By analyzing their historical roots, transformation over time, and current state, the
study aims to illuminate how these festivals have played a crucial role in shaping the French
national and regional identities, and how they continue to be relevant in contemporary
society.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of French traditional festivals has been a subject of interest for both
historians and anthropologists, as these festivals provide a window into the social, religious,
and cultural life of past and present France. Scholars have explored the evolution of these
celebrations, linking them to specific historical events, religious customs, and local
practices.
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One of the earliest comprehensive works on French festivals is by Michel Maffesoli,
who examines the importance of collective rituals in shaping the sense of community.
Maffesoli (1994) argues that festivals are not merely leisure activities; they are deeply
rooted in the collective identity of the people and function as spaces for reinforcing social
bonds?. Similarly, in his study of European festivals, Victor Turner (1982) emphasizes the
role of festivals as liminal experiences, marking transitions between different stages of life,
community, or season. His ideas about rites of passage are particularly relevant when
examining festivals such as Bastille Day, which celebrates national identity, and regional
events that mark seasonal changes or agricultural cycles®.

In addition to the sociological and anthropological perspectives, historians have delved
into the origins and evolution of specific French festivals. For instance, La Féte de la
Musique, a nationwide music festival initiated in 1982, has been studied by researchers such
as Gagnon (2007), who explores the government's role in shaping the festival to promote
national unity and cultural pride. This study points to the idea that festivals can be both a
reflection of and a catalyst for national policy, helping foster a shared sense of belonging
among the populace®.

Additionally, festivals like Mardi Gras and other pre-Lenten celebrations have been
linked to Christian religious practices. These festivals were often incorporated into the
Christian liturgical calendar but had origins in ancient Roman and Celtic traditions, which
predate the rise of Christianity in France. Scholars such as Le Goff (1981) trace these
celebrations back to the pagan roots of French festivity, highlighting the way
Christianization appropriated and transformed these ancient rituals. According to Le Goff,
many of these festivals underwent significant transformations, as religious institutions co-
opted them to align with Christian themes of penance, purification, and renewal?”.

Furthermore, the role of festivals in regional identity has been explored in works like
those of Cottrell and Le Moal (2001), who focus on how festivals in regions such as
Brittany and Provence serve as expressions of local pride. These festivals often emphasize
the preservation of regional dialects, dances, foods, and customs, which are vital to
maintaining the distinctiveness of local communities within the broader national context®.

While much of the existing literature emphasizes the historical and social significance
of festivals, there is also a growing body of work that examines their economic impact.
Festivals like Cannes, the Tour de France, and wine harvest festivals have become major
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?* Gagnon, L. (2007). The Politics of Music: La Féte de la Musique and
French National Identity. Journal of Music and Cultural Studies, 15(2),
23-42.

 Le Goff, J. (1981). The Birth of Purgatory. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press

25 Cottrell, A., & Le Moal, B. (2001). Festivals and Regional Identity in
France. Cultural Studies Quarterly, 27(3), 98-114.

51



“O‘ZBEKISTONDA TA’LIM TIZIMINI MODERNIZATSIYA QILISH VA
INNOVATSIYALARNI QO‘LLASH: MUAMMOLAR VA ISTIQBOLLAR”
mavzusidagi respublika ilmiy-amaliy online konferensiyasi

15-Mart, 2026-yil
tourist attractions. In this regard, scholars such as Duxbury (2010) have analyzed the
intersection of cultural heritage and tourism, suggesting that festivals are not only sites of
cultural expression but also significant drivers of local and national economies?.

METHODOLOGY

This article follows a qualitative research approach, drawing on a combination of
historical analysis, fieldwork, and secondary literature to explore the origins, development,
and cultural impact of traditional French festivals. The research is primarily based on
secondary sources, including books, articles, and cultural studies that examine the historical
context and evolution of French festivals. The methodology also includes an analysis of
primary sources such as archival records, government documents, and festival programs to
understand the changes and developments in festival traditions over time.

Data collection for this research includes an extensive review of academic publications
that focus on the origins of major French festivals, such as Bastille Day, Mardi Gras, and
regional events like the Festival of Avignon and the Saint-Jean celebrations in Provence.
These sources provide historical insights into how these festivals have evolved from their
ancient or medieval roots to their modern forms.

Additionally, interviews with cultural experts, historians, and local organizers of
festivals have been conducted to gain a deeper understanding of how these events are
celebrated today. These interviews provide firsthand accounts of the changes in festivals
and the role they play in contemporary French society, especially in light of globalization
and the rise of mass tourism.

Finally, a comparative analysis is conducted between different regions of France,
examining how festivals in areas like Brittany, Provence, and Paris have maintained or
altered their traditions in response to regional and national influences. This comparative
approach helps to highlight the diverse ways in which French festivals continue to function
as expressions of local identity and national pride.

RESULTS

The analysis reveals that traditional French festivals have undergone significant
changes over the centuries, shaped by historical events, religious practices, and social
movements. For example, Bastille Day, which commemorates the French Revolution, has
evolved from a revolutionary celebration into a national day of pride, marked by grand
parades, fireworks, and civic ceremonies. Similarly, regional festivals like the Féte de la
Saint-Jean in Provence have retained their local character while incorporating national
themes of unity and patriotism.

One of the key findings is the increasing role of festivals in promoting tourism and
regional economies. Events like the Cannes Film Festival and the Nice Carnival have grown
in international prominence, attracting thousands of visitors each year. This trend reflects
the globalization of French cultural heritage, with festivals serving as both cultural
expressions and economic assets.

¢ puxbury, M. (2010). Cultural Heritage and Tourism: Economic Impact of
Festivals. Tourism Economics Journal, 12(1), 60-78.
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Additionally, festivals like La Féte de la Musique have become emblematic of
France’s commitment to public art and culture. Initiated in the 1980s, this festival has
expanded globally and is now celebrated in cities around the world, serving as a testament
to the French tradition of public celebrations of music and artistic expression.

DISCUSSION

The findings underscore the dual role of French traditional festivals as both cultural
landmarks and economic engines. While these festivals were originally rooted in religious
and seasonal practices, they have adapted to meet the demands of modern French society.
Festivals like Bastille Day and La Féte de la Musique, while retaining their historical
significance, have also become major cultural events that promote French national identity
on a global scale.

Moreover, regional festivals continue to serve as expressions of local identity. In
regions like Brittany, where Celtic traditions are celebrated through festivals such as the
Festival Interceltique de Lorient, local communities maintain a strong connection to their
heritage, even as they embrace national and international trends. This highlights the
resilience of local traditions in the face of modernization and globalization.

However, the commercialization of festivals raises questions about the preservation of
authentic cultural practices. While festivals have become significant contributors to local
economies, this commercialization risks overshadowing the original cultural and religious
intentions of some celebrations. The challenge lies in balancing the celebration of tradition
with the pressures of modern tourism and economic interests.

CONCLUSION

Traditional festivals in France are vital expressions of the nation’s cultural heritage,
providing insight into the country’s historical and social evolution. These festivals, while
originating in religious, seasonal, or political contexts, have adapted to changing social
norms, national identity, and economic realities. From large-scale national celebrations like
Bastille Day to intimate regional festivities, French festivals continue to play an important
role in fostering community identity, preserving local customs, and contributing to the
cultural and economic landscape of the country.

The ongoing development of these festivals highlights the interplay between tradition
and modernity, offering a unique lens through which to understand the complexities of
French culture. As France moves forward, the challenge will be to ensure that these festivals
continue to reflect both historical authenticity and contemporary relevance, balancing the
preservation of tradition with the demands of a globalized world.
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